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The Hiftory of the Life of Baron Trenck. In which is 
introduced a particular Account of the extraordinary 
Sufferings which he underwent by Command of the 
late King of Pruffa. 


[ Extraéted from his own Narrative. ] 


gen born at K6nigfberg in Pruffia, February 16, 1726, of 
one of. the moft ancient families of the country. My 
father, who was a Knight of the Military Order, Lord of Great 
Scharlack, Schakulack, and Meicken, ‘and Major-General of 
Cavalry, died in 1740, after having received eighteen wounds 
inthe Pruffian fervice. My mother; defcended trom the houfe 
of Derfchau, was daughter of the Prefident of the High Court 
at Konigfberg: She had two brothers, Generals of Infantry, 
anda third Minifter of State, and Poft Mafter General at 
Berlin. After my father’s death in 1740, fhe married Count 
Loftange, Lieutenant Colonel in the Kiow regiment of 
cuirafiers, with whom, leaving Pruffia, fhe went and refided at 
Breflaw. I had two brothers anda fifter ; my youngeft | rother 
was taken, by my mother, into Silefia ; the other was a Cornet 
in this laft-named regiment of Kiow; and my fifter was mar 
ried tothe only fon of the aged General Valdow, who quitted 
the fervice, and with whom fhe lived, in Brandenburg, on his 
eftates. 

My anceftors, both of the male and female line, are famous 
in the chronicles of the North, among the ancient ‘Teutonic 
Knights, who conquered Courland, Pruffia, and Livonia. 
Vow, XIX. 465. A By 
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By temperament I was choleric, and addicted to pleafure and 
difipation : My tutors found this laft defect moft difficult to 
overcome; happily, they were aided by a love of knowledge 
inherent in me, an emulative fpirit, and athirft of fame, which 
difpofition it was my father’s care to cherifh. A too great 
confcioufnefs of innate worth gave mea too great degree of 
pride, but the endeavours of my inftructor to infpire humility 
weré not all loft; and habitual reading, well-timed praife, and 
the pleafures flowing from fcience, made the labours of ftudy at 
length my recreation. 

My memory became remarkable; [ was well read inthe 
holy fcriptures, the claffics, and ancient hiftory ; was intima- 
tely acquainted'with geography; could draw accurately, and 
learnt fencing, riding, and other neceflary exercifes. 

My religion was Lutheran; but morality, and not fuperfti- 
tious bigotry, or childifh fears, was taught me by my father, 
and by the worthy man to whofe care he committed the forming 
of my heart, whofe memoryI fhall ever hold in veneration. 
While a boy, I was enterprifing in all the tricks of boys, and 
exercifed my wit in crafty excufes: The warmth of my 
paffions, then and afterward, gave a fatyric- biting  caft tomy 
writings, whence it has been imagined, by thofe who knew but 
little of me, I wasa dangerous man; though,1 am confcious, 
this was a hafty and falfe judgment. . 

A foldier himfclf, my father would have all his fons th 
fame: Thus, when we quarrelled, we were not admitted to 
terminate our difputes in the common way, but were provided 
with wooden fabres, fhegthed with leather, and, brandifhing 
thefe, contefted by blows for victory, while our father fat laugh- 
ing, pleated at our valour and addrefs. ‘This praCtice, and the 
praifes he beftowed, had the bad effect of encouraging a dif- 
pofition which, with paffions like mine, ought carefully to have 
been counteracted, 

I fhall fay little more of the firft years of my life, except 
that my father, who had a tender affection for me, took efpecial 
care of my education, and fent me, at theage of thirtecn, to 
the univerfity of Kénigfberg, where, under the tuition of 
Kowalewfky, my ‘progreis was rapid, There were fourteen 
other noblemen, of the beft families, in the fame houfe, and 
under the fame mafter. 

The year following, that isto fay in 1740, I had a quarrel 
with one young Wallenrodt,a fellow ftudent, much ftronger 
and taller than myfelf, and who defpifing my weakuefs thought 
Proper to.give mea blow. I demanded fatisfaction—he came 
not 
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not to the appointed place, but treated my demand with con- 
tempt ; and I, forgetting all further refpe&t, procured a fecond, 
and attacked him in open day. We fought, and I had the for- 
tune to wound him twice ; the firft time'in the arm; the fecond, 
in the hand. \ 

This affair incited enquiry :—Doétor Kowalewfky, our tutor, 
laid complaints before the Univerfity, and I was condemned to 
three hours confinement; but my grandfather and guardian, 
Prefident Derfchau, with whom I was a great favourite, was 
fo pleafed with my courage that he inftantly took me from this 
houfe, and placed me under Profeflor Chriftiani. 

Here I firft began to enjoy full and entire liberty ; and from 
this worthy man I learnt all 1 know of experimental philofophy 
and fcience. He loved me as his own fon, and fometimes con- 
tinued inftructing me till midnight. Under his aufpices, ia - 
1742, I maintained, with great fuccefs, two public thefes, 
although I was then but fixteen ; an effort and an honour till 
then unknown. 

Three days after my laft public exordium, a contemptible 
fellow, and profeffional bully, fought a quarrel with me, and as 
I may fay obliged me to draw in my own defence, whom, on 
this occafion, 1 wounded in the groin. 

This continued fuccefs highly inflated my valour, and from 
that time I began to wear afword of enormous length, and to 
aflume the accoutrements and appearance of a Heétor. 

Such was the effect of prejudices infpired in youth, and 
which would inevitably have made me a quarrelfome dangerous 
man, had not the rectitude of my heart, and the extreme 
miferies of which I became the victim, foon reconducted me to 
the paths of virtue. 

Scarcely had a fortnight elapfed, after this affair, before I 
had another with a Lieutenant of the garrifon, one of my 
friends, whom I had infulred, who received two wounds in the 
conteft. 

I ought to remark that, at this time, the Univerfity of 
Konigfberg was ftill highly privileged. To fenda challenge 
was held honourable ; and this was not only permitted but 
would have been difficult to prevent, confidering the great num- 
ber of proud, hot headed, and turbulent young nobility from 
Livonia, Courland, Sweden, Denmark, and Poland, who came 
thither to itudy, and of whom there were more than five hun- 
dred. This brought the Univerfity into difrepute, and endea- 
vours have been made to remedy the abufe. Men have ac- 
quired a greater extent of true knowledge, and have begun to 
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perceive thata Univerfity ought to be a place of inftruction, 
and not a field of battle ; and that blood cannot be honourably 
fhed, except in defence of life, or country. 

In November, 1742, the King fent his Adjutant-General, 
Baron Lottum, who was related to my mother, to Konigfberg, 
with whom I dined at my grandfather’s. He converfed much 
with me, and, after putting various queftions, purpofely to dif- 
cover what my talents and inclinations were, he demanded, as 
if in joke, whether I had any inclination to go with himto 
Berlin, and ferve my country, as my anceftors had ever done : 
Adding that, in the army, 1 fliould find much better oppor- 
tunities of fending challenges, than at the Univerfity. In- 
flamed with the defire of diftinguifhing myfelf, I liftened with 
rapture to the propofition, and ina few days we departed for 
Potzdam. 

On the morrow after my arrival, I was prefented to the King, 
as indeed I had before been in the year 1740, with the character 
of being, then, one of the moft hopeful youths of the Uni- 
yerfity. My reception was moft flattering ; the juftnefs of 
my replies, to the queitions he atked, my height, figure, and 
confidence, pleafed him, and 1 foon obtained permif_ion to enter 
as acadet in his body guards, with a promife of quick pre- 
ferment. 

The body guards formed, at this time, a model and fchool 
for the Pruffian cavalry: ‘They confifted of one fingle fqua~ 
dron of men felected from the whole army, and their uniform 
was the moft {plendid in all Europe. Two thoufand rix-dollars 
were neceflary to cquip an officer: The cuirafs was wholly 
plated with filver ; and the horfe furniture and accoutrements 
alone coft four hundred rix-dollars, boi 

This fquadron only contained fix officers, and a hundred and 
forty-four: men ; but there were always fifty or fixty fupernu- 
meraries, and as many horfes, for the King incorporated all the 
mott handfome men he found in thefe guards. The Officers 
were the beft taught of any the army contained ; the Kin 
himfelf was their tutor, and he afterward fent them to inftruck 
the cavalry inthe manceuvres they had learnt. ‘Their rife was 
rapid, if they behaved well; but they were broken for the 
Jeaft fault, and punifhed by being fent to garrifon regiments. 
It was likewifenecefiary they fhould be tolerably rich, as well 
as poflefs fuch talents as might be fuccefsfully employed, both at 
court and in the army. 

There are no foldiers in the world who undergo fo much as 
this body guard; and during the time I was in the fervice of 
Frederick, 
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Frederic, I often had not eight hours fleep in eight days,. Exer- 
cife began at four in the morning, and experiments were made 
of all the alterations the King meant to introduce inhis cae 
valry. Ditches of three, four, five, fix feet, and ftill wider, 
were leaped, till that fome one broke his neck ; hedges, in like 
manner, were freed, andthe horfe ran careers, meeting each 


other full fpeed in a kind of lifts of more than half aleaguein - 


length. We had often, in thefe our exercifes, feveral men and 
horfes killed or wounded. 

It happened, more frequently than otherwife, that the fame 
experiments were repeated after dinner with frefh horfes; and 
it was not uncommon, at Potzdam, to hear the alarm founded 
twice ina night. ‘The horfes ftood inthe King’s ttables ; and 
whoever had not dreffed, armed himfelf, faddied his horfe, 
mounted, and appeared before the Palace in eight minutes, was 
put under arreft for fourteen days. 


Scarcely were the eyes clofed before the trumpet again’ 


founded, to accuftom youth to vigilance. I loft, in one year, 
three horfes, which had either broken their iegs, in leaping 
ditches, or died of fatigue. 

[cannot givea ftronger piCture of this fervice, than by fay- 
ing that the body guard loft more men and horfes in one yeat’s 
peace than they did, during the following year, in two battles. 

We had, at this time, three ftations: Our fervice,in the 
winter, wasat Berlin ; where we attended the opera, andvall 
public feftivals : In the fpring we were exercifed at Charlot 
tenberg ; and at Potzdam, or wherever the King went, during 
the fummer. The fix officers of the guard dined with the 
King, and, on galadays, withthe Queen. It may be prefumed, 
there was not, at that time, on earth, a better {chool to form an 
officer and a man of the world, than was the court of Berlin. 


(To be continued.) 





The Enormities committed by the Natives of Africa on 
each other, to procure Slaves for the Europeans, proved 
by the Teftimony of fuch as have vifited that Continent. 


(Continued from Page 611 of our laft Volume.) 
AVING defcribed the labours, food, clothing, and dif- 


ferent employments of the African flaves, | fhall now 
Jay before your readers the punifhments that are inflicted oa 
them, 
In 
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In the towns many perfons have their flaves flogged at 
home ; but thofe who do not chufe to difturb their neighbours 
with the cries of the flaves, fend them to the wharfs or gaol 5 
and fometimes they are whipped publickly round the town. 

When they are flogged on the wharfs, they are defcribed by 
Mefirs. Rofs, Morley, Jeffreys, Towne, and Scott, to have 
their arms tied to the hooks,of the crane, and weights 
of 56lb. applied to their feet. In this fituation the crane 
is wound up ’till it lifts them nearly from the ground, when 
the cowfkin whip is ufed. After this they are again whipped 
with ebony bufhes (which are more prick'y than thorn bufhes) 
in order to let out the congealed blood. Captain Scott faw a 
Negro thus punifhed becaufe the wharfinger thought he had 
ftaid too long on an errand. 

Dr. Harrifon thought thefe whippings too fevere for any of 
the human fpecies, He attended a man who had been flogged 5 
‘he could lay two or three fingers into the wounds made by the 
whip. He was thus punifhed for not coming when he was 
called, 

Captain Smith and Mr. Dalrymple affirm that, at every 
ftroke of the whip, a picce of flefh was drawn out. Captain 
Thompfon, the Dean of Middleham, Mr. Jeffreys, and Gene- 
ral Tottenham defcribe the cuts or marks of the whip as in- 
delible, as lafting to old age, as fuch as no time canerafe ; and 
Mr. Woolrich has often feen their backs one undiitinguifhed 
mafs of lumps, holes, 2nd furrows. 

As further proofs of the feverity of thofe whippings, Mr. 
Fitzmaurice has often known pregnant women fo feverely 
whipped as to have mifcarried in confequence of it. Mr. 
Dawfon was once fent for to a woman {lave who mifcarried 
from fevere flogging, and both fhe and the child died. The 
Rev. Mr. Rees, finding one day a woman lying down and 
groaning, was told that fhe had been fo feverely whipped for 
running away that fhe could hardly move ; her left fide, where 
fhe had been whipped, appeared in a mortifying ftate, and al- 
moft covered with worms. He relieved her, and, going ina 
day or two afterwards to vifit her, found fhe was dead, 

Captain Hall knows, by an inftance that fell under his eye, 
that a flave’s death may be occafioned by fevere punifhment. 
Dr. Jackfon recollects a Negro dying under the lafh, or foon 
afterwards; and Capt. Rofs avers that they often die in a few 
days after their fevere punifhments, 

But, befides the punifhments by the whip and the cow/kin, 
there are various other modes of torture. 

Captain 
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* Captain Cook fays he has been fhocked to fee a girl, of 16 


or 17, running the ftrects in her ordinary bufinefs with an iron 
collar, having two hooks projecting feveral inches both before 
and behind. 

Mr. Cook ftates that flaves have fometimes an iron boot.put 
on one or both legs ; and he has known a Negro lofe his leg 
from wearing an iron boot. 

Mr. Dalrymple faw a Negrefs in Grenada, who had com- 
mitted fome fault, and ran away. to avoid punifhment ; her 
matter fufpended her by the hands, flogged her cruelly in the 
back, belly, breaft, and thighs, and then left her fufpended ull 

-her fingers mortified. 

Captain Rofs has feen a Negro woman, in Jamaica, flogged 
with ebony bufhes, fo that the fkin of her back was taken off 
down to her heels: She was then turned round and flogged 
from her breaft down to her waift, and, in confequence, he faw 
her afterwards upon all fours, and unable to get up. 

Captain Cook faw, in Barbadoes, near a houfe, upon a dung 
hill, a Negro nearly fufpended by ftrings from his elbows back-' 
wards, to the bough of a tree, with his feet barely upon the 
ground, and aniron weight, to appearance of 14lb. round his 
neck, and thus, without any one near him, left expofed to the 
noon-day fun. Returning a few hours after, they found him in 
the fame ftate. 

A Negro man, in Jamaica, fays Dr. Harrifon, was put ona 
picket fo long as to caufe a mortification of his foot and hand, 
on fufpicion of robbing his mafter, a publick officer, of a fum 
of money, which, it afterwards appeared, the mafter had taken 
himfelf. Yet the matter was privy to the punifhment, and the 
flave had no compenfation. 

Mellrs. Jeffreys, Rofs, Terry and Coor, mention the cutting 
off ears, as another {pecies of punifhment. ‘The latt gentle- 
man fays that, in Jamaica, the Doétor (with whom he boarded} 
nailed the ear of one of the houfe girls, who had broke a plate 
or {pilt a cup of tea, to a poft, went to bed, and left her there. 
In the morning fhe was gone, having torn the head of the nail 
through her ear. She was brought back, and feverely whipped 
by the Doctor, who afterwards clipped both her ears off clof= 
to her head. 

Mr. Cook, in Jamaica, knew a flave brought in who had 
ftolen part of a turkey (Mr. Cook thinks he ttole it through 
hunger, as he was nothing but {kin and bone). His matter 
made two Negroes hold him down, and with a hammer and 
punch 
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punch knocked out two of his upper, and two of his undér 
teeth. 

Mr. Jeffreys and Captain Lloyd have feen Negroes with 
one of their hands cut off, for lifting it up againft a waite. 

Meffis.. Giles, Jackfon, Fitzmaurice, and ‘Terry have feen 
Negroes, whofe legs. had been cut off, by theit mafter’s orders, 
for running away. Mr. Dalrymple fays that, in Grenada, a 
planter fent for a furgeon to cut off the leg of a Negro who 
had run away. On the furgeon’s refufing to do it, the planter 
took an iron bar, and broke the ley in pieces, and then the fur- 
geon cut it off, : 

Mr. Fitzmaurice has feenone Rufhic, a planter, in Jamaica, 
often drop hot lead upon his Negroes; he faw him once in the 
act of hanging a Negro, The reft of the conduct of this 
planter, as delcribed by Captain Rofs, was, after a debate, cans 
celled by the Committce of the Houfe, as containing circum- 
ftances too horrible to be given tothe world. 

Mr. Coor fays that, on Shrewfbury eftate, in Jamaica, the 
everfeer fent for a flave, and in talking with him ftruck him 
on the head with a fmall hanger, and gave him two ftabs about 
the waift. The flave faid, “ Overfeer, you have killed me.” 
He pufhed him out; the flave went home, died that night, was 
buried and nothing faid about it. 

Mr. Woolrich fays that the manager of aneftate, in Tor- 
tola, in a fudden refentment at his cook, took his fword and ran 
the Negro woman through the body, and the died upon the 
floor immediately. He knew alfo a planter, offended with the 
waiter, a Mulatto, ftepped fuddenly to his gun, on which the 
man ran off, but his matter fhot him through the head with a 
ball. He fays alfo that a Negro ran away from a planter, in 
Tortola, with whom he was well acquainted. The overfeer, 
having orders to take him dead or alive, found him afleep in one 
of his huts, and fhot him through the body. The Negro, 
jemping up, faid, “ What, you kill me afleep,” and dropped 
dead immediately. ‘The overfeer took off his head, and car= 
ried it to his matter. 

Mr. Giles recolleéts that, on an eftate where he lived, in 
Montferrat, the driver informed the overfeer that a Negro in 
the cungeon would not rife. He accompanied the-overieer to 
the dungeon, who ordered the Negro to be dragged out, and a 
bundle of cane ruth tobe put round him, and fet fireto. Ag 
he {till did not rife, the overfeer had a fmail foldering iron 
heated, and thruft between his teeth, As the man did not 
then 
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then rife, he fent him to the hofpital, where he languithed and 


died. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 





The Hiftory of Knowledge, Learning, and Tafle, in Great 
Britain, during the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. Part 
the Second. 


[From the New Annual Regifter for the Year £700.] 


E have formerly had occzfion to mention the circums 
{tances that gave peculiar powers and prerogatives to 

the Houfe of Tudor. Thefe circumftances we haye feen to 
have had fo mighty an effect, that what traces there heretoiore 
were of liberty in the Englifh conftitution appeared to beina 
great meafure obliterated; to fuch a degree, that fome writers 
have not {crupled to affert, that the government was totally ab- 
folute. They have particujarly pronounced, that this was the 
cate in thereignof Queen Elizabeth, But though, inher time, 
the frame of the conétitution was far from being fo exactly mo- 
delled as it hath fince been ; though fhe exercifed prerogatives 
which are now juftly exploded; nay, though fhe even went fo 
tar as, ina few initances, to imprifon certain: members of the 
Houfe. of Commons who violently pufhed on bills which fhe 
was determined to reject; flill; we ate not to imagine that all 
the freedom of our form.of government was loft or deftroyed. 
There was a portion of liberty init; and according to the 
ideas which fhe entertained of that portion, the Queen’s con- 
duct was regulated. With the legiflative power of Parlias 
ment fhe didnot interfere ; nor did fhe either controvert or 
impair the exclufive privilege of that aflembly in the impo- 
fition of taxes. Thefe important branches of Parliamentary 
authority there is no veftige of her attempting or delfiring to 
violate. Inthe thirteenth year of her reign, we find Parlia- 
ment ftrongly aflerting its power to fettle and limit the fuc- 
ceflion to the crown, by declaring it high treafon to cail this 
power in queition, With regard to Elizabeth’s imprifonment 
of fome Members of the Houfe of Commons, it ought to be 
remembered, that however unjuftifiable her conduct was in 
that refpect, the malignity of it was not fo greatas anything of 
the like kind would be at prefent. It is now, with afew ex- 
ceptions, become a fundamental principle of the conftitution 
that the King fhall not take notice of any bill depending in 
Vou. XIX. 465. Lb Parliament ; 
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Parliament ; and that, before it has pafled the two Houfes, the 
royal affent or negative fhall not be declared. But it does not 
appear that this rule was completely and invariably eftablithed in 
the reign concerning which we are treating. ‘The interference 
of the Queen, in the manner defcribed, was only in cafes 
where fhe underftood her ancient prerogative tobe invaded ; 
nor did fhe ever pretend to punith the liberty of {peech, unlefs 
when it was indulged in continuing to pufh thofe bills which fhe 
had declared her final refolution to reject. 

It has been urged as a proof of the defpotic nature of her 
Government, that foon after her acceflion to the Crown, fhe 
fufpended the laws, fo far as to order great part of the fervice, 
the Litany, the Lord’s Prayer, the Eveed, and the Gofpel, to 
be read in Englifh; and that though this may be deemed to 
have been a frivolous innovation, it implied the moft material 
confequences. But it fhould not be forgotten, that in this cafe, 
the difpenfing power was exercifed under great limitations, 
and in very fingular circumftances. Indeed, fuch was, at that 
time, the peculiar and critical fituation of the kingdom, fuch 
the agitation of the minds of the people, that the liberty 
aflumed by the Queen ought rather to be. regarded as a mea- 
fure calculated for the prefent fecurity of the Proteftant re- 
ligion and its profeflors, than as a violent exertion of the pre- 
rogative, in oppofition to the laws of the land. 

Nor is it true, what hath been afferted, that the fovereign 
was poflefled of every power but thatof impofing taxes. 

In confutation of this affertion, which has Mr. Hume for 
its author, it may be obferved, that the power of legiflation 
was vefted in the King, Lords, and Commons. Neither was 
the judicial authority, in ordinary cafes, exercifed by the crown, 
but diftributed among various courts of juftice. ‘The Judges, 
indeed, from the manner of their appointment, might be fuf- 
pected to favour the prerogative 3 notwithftanding which, the 
modes of their procedure, and the general rules of law were, 
upon the whole, too invariably determined ufually to admit of 
any very grofs degree of partiality. The inftitution likewife 
of juries, which had long been completely eftablifhed, was 
calculated inan eminent degree to fecure the rights of the 
people. 

In addition to thefe remarks, for the fubftance of which we 
are indebted to Mr. Millar, it is worthy of particular notice, 
that the opinion of the government’s having been in its nature 
defpotic, is contradicted by the exprefs teftimony of twocon- 
temporary witnefles, whole authority is fo unquettionable, that 
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a rational doubt cannot be entertained upon the fubjeé&t.: Thefe - 
are Sir Thomas Smith, Principal Secretary both to Edward the 
Sixth and Queen Elizabeth, and John Aylmer, Bifhop of Lon- 
don; neither of whom can be fufpecéted of having had the 
leaft inclination to detraét from the prerogatives of the So- 
vereign. Sir Thomas Smith in his “ Commonwealth of 
England,” thus exprefles himfelf concerning the Englifh con- 
ftitution. “ The moft high and abfolute power of the realm 
of England confifted in the Parliament. The Parliament 
abrogateth old laws, maketh new, giveth order for things paft, 
and for things hereafter to be followed; changed rights and 
pofleffions of private men, legitimateth battards, eftablifhed 
forms of religion, altered weights and meafures, giveth form of 
fucceffion to the crown; defineth of doubtful rights, whereof 
no law is already made; appointeth fubfidies, tailles, taxes and 
impofitions ; giveth moft free pardons and abiolutions ; reftoreth 
in blood and name; as the highett court, condemneth or ab- 
folveth them whom the Prince will put to that trial. And to 
be fhort, all that ever the people of Rome might do, cither in 
centuriatis comitiis, tributis, the fame may be done by the Pare 
liament of England, which reprefents, and hath power of the 
whole realm, both the head and the body. For every Englifh- 
man is intended to be there prefent, either in perfon or by pro- 
curation and attorney, of what pre-eminence, ftate, dignity, or 
quality foever he be, from the Prince, to the loweft perfon in 
England, And the confent of Parliament is taken to be every 
man’s confent.” Among the privileges of Parliament men- 
tioned by this writer, it is particularly {pecified, that the Mem- 
bers “ may frankly and freely fay their minds, in difputing of 
fuch matters as may come in queftion, and that without offence 
to his Majefty§.” 

Equally pofitive is the teftimony of Bifhop Aylmer. “ The 
regiment of England,” fays this prelate, “ is not a mere 
monarchy, as fome for lack of confideration think; nor a 
mere oligarchy, nor democracy; but a mixed rule of all thefe; 
wherein each one of thefe have, or fhould have, like authority. 
The image whereof, and not the image, but the thing indeed, 
is to be feen inthe Parliament Houfe; wherein you fhall find 
thefe three eftates: The King or Queen, which reprefenteth 
monarchy; the noblemen, which be the ariftocracy, and the 
Burgefles and Knights, the democracy. ‘The very fame had 
Lacedemonia, the nobleft and beft governed city that ever was, 
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They had+their King, their fenate, and their hippagretes, which: 
where for the people. As in Lacedemonia none of thefe could 
make or break laws, orders for waror peace, or do any thing 
without the other ; the King nothing without tie Senate and 
Commons, nor either of them, or both, without the King 
(albeit the fenate and ephori had greater authority than the 
King had); in like manner, if the Parliament. ufed their pri- 
vileges, the King can do nothing without them; if he do, ttis 
his fault in ufurping it, and their follyin permitting it. Where- 
fore, in my judgment, thofe that in King Henry’s days would 
not grant him, that proclamations fhould have the force of a 
flatute, were good fathers of the country, and worthy com- 
mendation in defending thcir liberty.” 

That fpeculative ideas of the nature and defign of Go- 
vernment, conformable to thefe fentiments, were adopted in 
Queen E]izabeth’s reign, is evident from. no lefs an example 
than that of the venerable Hooker. Government,” he ob- 
ferves, “ was originally by mutual agreement among men, 
yiclding themfelves fubje@ thereunto ; that unto whom they 
granted authority to rule and govern, by them the peace, 
tranquillity, and happy eftate of the reft might be procured. 
And the public power of every fociety, being above every foul 
contained inthe fame fociety, muft be obeyed, unlefs there be 
reafon fhewed, which may neceflarily enforce that the law of 
reafon or of God doth enjoin the contrary, For men always 
“knew, that where force and injury was offered, they might be 
defenders of themfelves. Laws they are not which public 
approbation hath not made fo; and for any Prince or potentate, 
of what kind foever upon earth, to exercife the power of mak-~ 
ing laws of himself, is no better than mere tyranny.” 

We are not, however, to fuppofe that fentiments fo juft and 
liberal, concerning the origin and nature of Government, were 
the common dottrines of thetimes. The people were involved 
in fo much darknefs, and had fo long been habituated to bow 
down under the aflumed authority of the Princes of the Houfe 
of ‘Tudor, that they did not, in general, raife their minds to 
thofe manly ideas of liberty which reafon dictates, or even 
maintain that exercife of it to which they were entitled by the 
aStual conftitution of England. Neverthelefs, in the reign of 
Elizabeth, and efpecially the latter part of it, more rational 
views began gradually to be diffufed. ‘This circumftance was 
pwing toafet of men from whom, perhaps, at firft it-was very 
little expected. The Puritansy who had attacked with fo much 
boldnefs the ecclefiaftcal form of Government, proceeded tg 
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advance notions highly favourable to-civil freedom. Several of 
them obtained feats inthe Houfe..of Commons, where they 
diftinguifhed themfelves by an oppofition to the meafures of the 
crown, which hitherto very few had dared to put in practice, 
‘The principles maintained by them were popular, noble, and 
generous. ‘They infifted that every thing which concerned the 
community ought fully to be debated in Parliament, where even 
the right of the crown itfelf muft finally be determined. They 
alledged that the prerogative of the Prince was limited by law 5 
and that as the fovereign could not of himfelf make laws, 
neither could he break them, merely from his own authority. 
Mr. Hume goes fo far as to aflert, that the precious fpark of 
liberty had been kindled, and was preferved by the Puritans 
alone; and that it was to this fect, whofe principies appear fo 
frivolous, and habits fo ridiculous, that the Englifh owe the 
whole freedom of their conftitution. How truly it may-be faid 

that the principles of the Puritans were frivolous, and their 

habits ridiculous, it is not our prefent bufineis to decide, 

Diflenters may probably be willing to forgive the refleStion, for 

the fake of the compliment. But it is apparent, from what 

has already been advanced, that the compliment cannot be ad- 

mitted in its full extent. It is, indeed, manifeit, from the 

hiitory of the Puritans,-that they were infpired with a manly 

fpirit of liberty, and that they contributed, in a high degree, to 

its diffufion and increafe. But it is.going much too farto 

affirm, that We owe to them the whole freedom of our confti- 
tution. 

To whatever perfons, or whatever circumftances: it was 
owing, one thing is certain, which is, that the caule of civil 
liberty gained fome ground toward the clofe of the Queen’s 
reign. The rights of the fubject began tobe better under 
{ftood, and more vigoroufly maintained; and Parliamentary 
{peakers, without the fear or danger of imprifonment, aflumed a 
greater “boldnefs in arraigning the conduct of government. 
‘This they did fo effectually, in the cafe of monopolies, that 
Elizabeth was obliged to give way, and the had the wifdom to do 
it with a grace. 1n fhort, a new (pirit appeared, which, in fuce 
ceeding reigns, was attended with very great and important 
coniequences, 
(To be continued.) 


An AN-ECDO.T E. 
ENERAL MEDOWS, who is no doubt a gallant fol- 
WJ dicr, gave, when at {cueol, an indication of his partiality 
for 
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They had-their King, their fenate, and their hippagretes, whic! 
where for the people. As in Lacedemonia none of thefe could 
make or break laws, orders for war or peace, or do any thing 
without the other; the King nothing without tie Senate and 
Commons, nor either of them, or both, without the King 
(albeit the fenate and ephori had greater authority than the 
King had); in like manner, if the Parliament. ufed their pri- 
vileges, the King can do nothing without them; if he do, tt is 
his fault in ufurping it, and their follyin permitting it. Where- 
fore, in my judgment, thofe that in King Henry’s days would 
not grant him, that proclamations fhould have the force of a 
flatute, were good fathers of the country, and worthy com- 
mendation in defending their liberty.” 

That fpeculative ideas of the nature and defign of Go- 
vernment, conformable to thefe fentiments, were adopted in 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign, is evident. from no lefs an example 
than that of the venerable Hooker. ‘“ Government,” he ob- 
ferves, “ was originally by mutual agreement among men, 
yiclding themfelves fubject thereunto ; that unto whom they 
granted authority to rule and govern, by them the peace, 
tranquillity, and happy eftate of the reft might be procured. 
And the public power of every fociety, being above every foul 
contained inthe fame fociety, muft be obeyed, unlefs there be 
reafon fhewed, which may neceflarily enforce that the law of 
reafon or of God doth enjoin the contrary. For men always 

“knew, that where force and injury was offered, they might be 

defenders of themfelves. Laws they are not which public 
approbation hath not made fo; and for any Prince or potentate, 
of what kind foever upon earth, to exercife the power of mak-~ 
ing laws of himself, is no better than mere tyranny.” 

We are not, however, to fuppofe that fentiments fo juft and 
hberal, concerning the origin and nature of Government, were 
the common doctrines of thetimes. The people were involved 
in fo much darknefs, and had fo long been habituated to bow 
down under the aflumed authority of the Princes of the Houfe 
of ‘Tudor, that they did not, in general, raife their minds to 
thofe manly ideas of liberty which reafon dictates, or even 
maintain that exercife of it to which they were entitled by the 
aStual conftitution of England. Neverthelefs, in the reign of 
Elizabeth, and efpecially the latter part of it, more rational 
views began gradually to be diffufed. This circumftance was 
pwing toafet of men from whom, perhaps, at firft it was very 
little expected. The Puritansy who had attacked with fo much 
boldnefs the ecclefiaftcal form of Government, proceeded tg 
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advance notions highly favourable to.civil freedom. Several of 
them obtained feats inthe Houfe.of Commons, where they 
diftinguifhed themfelves by an oppofition to the meafures of the 
crown, which hitherto very few had dared to put in practice. 
‘The principles maintained by them were popular, noble, and 
generous. ‘They infifted that every thing which concerned the 
community ought fully to be debated in Parliament, where even 
the right of the crown itfelf muft finally be determined. They 
alledged that the prerogative of the Prince was limited by law 5 
and that as the fovereign could not of himfelf make laws, 
neither could he break them, merely from his own authority. 
Mr. Hume goes fo far as to aflert, that the precious fpark of 
liberty had been kindled, and was preferved by the Puritans 
alone; and that it was tothis fect, whofe principies appear fo 
frivolous, and habits fo ridiculous, that the Englifh ‘owe the 
whole freedom of their conftitution. How truly it maybe faid 
that the principles of the Puritans were frivolous, and their 
habits ridiculous, it is not our prefent bufineis to decide, 
Difienters may probably be willing to forgive the reflection, for 
the fake of the compliment. But it is apparent, from what 
has already been advanced, that the compliment cannot be ad- 
mitted in its full extent. It is, indeed, manifeit, from the 
hiitory of the Puritans, that they were infpired with a manly 
fpirit of liberty, and that they contributed, in a high degree, to 
its diffufion and increafe. But it is.going much too farto 
affirm, that We owe to them the whole freedom of our confti- 
tution. 

To whatever perfons, or whatever circumftances it was 
owing, one thing is certain, which is, that the cauie of civil 
liberty gained fome ground toward the clofe of the Queen’s 
reign. The rights of the fubject began tobe better under 
ftood, and more vigcroufly maintained; and Parliamentary 
fpeakers, without the fear or danger of imprifonment, aflumed a 
greater boldnefs in arraigning the conduct of government. 
‘This they did fo effectually, in the cafe of monopolies, that 
Elizabeth was obliged to give way, and the had the wifdom to do 
it with a grace. In fhort, a new {pirit appeared, which, in fuce 
ceeding reigns, was attended with very great and important 
conlequences, 


(To be continued.) 
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MJ dicr, gave, when at fcieol, an indication of his partiality 
for 









































ee 














23 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


for a military life. He was advifed at Eton, by a friend, to 
turn his views to the Church, as from the intereft of his rela- 
tions, he might have profpects of very confiderable preferment. 
inthat line. ‘ I had rather,” replied he, in a decided tone, 


“be a drummer in the army than the Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury.” . 





The Life of Fofeph Balfamo, commonly called Count Cag- 
hioftro ; contatning the fingular and uncommon Ad- 
ventures of that extraordinary Perfonage, from his 
Birth till his Imprifonment in the Caftle of St. Angelo, 


[Tranflated from the Original Proceedings publithed at Rome by 
order of the Apoftolic Chamber. 


(Continued from Page 623 of our laft Volume.) 


FE_YAVING arrived at Rome, in company with his wife, at 
& & the end of the month of May, in the year 1789, he re- 
mained for fome time in a furnifhed lodging, in the Strada d’Ef- 
pagna, and afterwards took a houfe fituate near the palace of 
Farnéle. At this period he lived with extraordinary circum- 
fpetion ; but infidelity and impofture had become fo inti- 
mately interwoven with his character, that he found it impof- 
fibleto refift the temptations which they continually held forth. 

Caglioftro foon found himfelf in the moft deplorable diftrefs 
for want of money ; and was accordingly obliged to pawn his 
jewels, to raife the {ums neceflary for his expences. 

He perceived that, in this city, many were eager to ftudy his 
character ; that few were difpofed to believe his impoftures ; 
and that no perfon was defirous of fupplying his wants. 

The recollection of his fins, and more efpecially thofe which 
he had committed againft our holy religion, like a gnawin 
worm, preyed upon his confcience without ceafing, All thefe 
circumitances ftrongly operated on his mind, and at length 
made him determine to change his afylum. 

He thought that the fituation of affairsin France was fuch as 
to give him hopes of a retreat in that country. .He accord 
ingly fent a petition to the States: General, requefting per- 
miffion to return to that kingdom; and he accompanied this 
requeft with a number of documents, certificates, &c. 

In the mean time he received intimation of the profecution 
intended te be commenced againft him ; ashort time after, the 
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fame perfon who acted the difhoneft part of being a {py toa 
criminal like him, gave him frefh intimations of his danger. 

Notwithftanding thefe. warnings, Caglioftro never dreamed 
of flying ; nay, he did not even deftroy thofe numerous papers 
which have fince ferved as vouchers of his crimes, and. have 
furnifhed the moft ample proofs of his complicated guilt. 

At length he was arrefted during the evening of the 27th of 
December 1789, and conducted to the caftle of St. Angelo, . 

On his firft examination he was violent in his invectives 
againft the court of France, to the intrigues of which he at- 

tributed all the misfortunes that he had experienced fince his 
imprifonment in the Baftile, and alfo the defeCtion of his wife, 
who had been corrupted on purpofe to ruin him; the truth 
however is, that Madame Caglioftro, inftead of experiencing 
fuch a powerful protection, would have been reduced to ex- 
treme indigence, had it not been for the penfion beftowed upon 
her by the public treafury. The book of Egyptian mafonry, 
the fymbols of that wicked art, and the papers of Caglioftro, 
which form fo many convincing and irrefragable proots-of his 
impiety, muft furely remove every fufpicion from the minds of 
thofe who may have heard that either fraud or injuftice were 
made ufe of againft him. 

He clearly perceived how neceflary it was to throw fufpi- 
cions on the authenticity -of his wife’s evidence, becaufe he 
well knew that fhe alone could difcover his moft fecret. crimes, 
and bring to light thofe iniquities of which mankind were bes 
fore ignorant. ; 

Neverthelefs he often teftified the moft lively tendernefs and 
regard for her, and was exceedingly anxious to have her asa 
companion in his confinement. It may be readily believed that 
this demand was refufed by his judges ; as was alfo another, 
which was to be removed to a larger prifon, and to be allowed 
the liberty of writing; this latter was undoubtedly intended 
for the purpofe of keeping up a correfpondence with his 
friends, fimilar to that which he had carried on during his con- 
finement in Paris. 

Deceived in thefe two projects, he affected fincerity, and 
acknowledged that he had exercifed the rites of Egyptian ma- 
fonry ; affirming that he had formerly thought, and itill con- 
tinued to think, that this fyftem was Catholic, and that he had 
exprefsly made ufe of it asa means of propagating our religion. 
But he foon after retracted thefe fentiments, began to be appre- 
henfive as to the good refulting from mafonry, and to exhibit 
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marks of repentance and contrition. In addition to his firft 
demands, he now requcited to have fome more lines, better 
diét, and the liberty of perufing fore gocly book. We made 
no ‘difficulty in fatisfying him as to the laft article; and ac+ 
cordingly prefented him with “ Fhe Defence of the’ Roman 
Pontificate, and the Catholic Church, by P. Nicholas-Mary 
Pallavicini.”” In a few days after he obferved of his own ac- 
cord, in the courfe of his‘interrogatoriés,:‘that partly from His 
own "reflections; and-partly from reading of this book, lie was 
now ‘convinced thit, inftead of contributing to the fervice of 
religion‘and of ‘the Catholic church; his conduét had hitherto 
tended to extend the empire of Satiin, and to retard the fal- 
Vation't¢ fouls. 

‘At length he expreffed himfelf in the illawing terms :—+ 
“Overwhelmed “as “I zm with horror’ and repentance,’ for 
having {pent forty-five years of my life in that miferable ftaté 
of pérdition and lamentable abyts of error, 1am ready; on par+ 
pote to fave my fou!, and to repair the wrongs that I have coms 
mitted againft religion and the fouls‘of others, to make fuch a 
declaration or retra¢tion as may be thought neceflary. 

~~ And as there is an immenfe number of my difciples in 
various parts of Europe, who at my inftigation have adopted 
the Egyptian fyftem’ of mafonry, and who are fo attached to 
that faith, and 1o abedient to my orders, that, althougy they are 
for the moft part men of letters, both Catholics and Heretics, 
yet neither the argumentgnor the perfuafions of theologians or 
Jearned men can ever.turn them alide from the fyftem which 
1 have taught them—I am ready to write and circulate the pre 
fent declaration, as it will tend to enlighten them. 

faccordingly befeech your Lordfhips to make thefe fentiments 
known to the Sovereign Pontiff, that his Holinefs may fee that 
I have abandoned my errors. 

“ ]T pardon my enemies, and all thofe who have carried on 
this procefs againft me, well knowing that it is for the good of 
my foul. I alto recommend myfelf te your Lordfhips, who have 
treated me charitably, and have always interrogated nie accord- 
ing to the regular and approved forms of juitice ; a circum- 
ftance which I have never expericnced elfewhere, and which 
has contributed greatly to make me perceive the fins into 
which I had falleti, arid the miferable life which I have paffed 
in error and incredulity, during to many years.” —W hile fpeake 
ing in this manner, he ap peared continually bathed in tears.— 
“Tf donot defire,” added he, “ any thing but the falvation of 
my foul: I aim ready to fubmit myfelf, nay 1 defire the moft 
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fevere public chaftifement ; and I fhould with thus to expiate 
the injuftice I have committed againft fo many perfons, and 
particularly againft my wife, who has alfo lived in error through 
my fuggeftions ; for the part which fhe acted in regard to 
Egyptian mafonry, refulted folely from my perfuafioris and in- 
ftructions. ; 

No perfon however believed that he fpoke the real fenti- 
ments of his heart, or that he was influencéd to this confeffion 
by an actual repentance. Perhaps he flattered himfelf bf thefe 
means to get rid of the profecution, and to recover his liberty. 
But whatever might be his motives, this much is ceftain, that 
he foon perceived that he was the dupe of his own arts; for 
neither his place of confinement nor his treatment was altered 
in any manner whatever. 

His examinations, which had been intertupted for fome time, 
were afterwards refumed, on the prefling inftances made by 
him to be heard once more. As there exifted no motive that 
could induce the minifters of jufticé to refufe him an audience, 
he had immediate permiffion to fpeak his fentiments. He ac 
cordingly made ufé of that privilege to inforai us, that he 
would recount a parable of two fons, one an elder, and the 
other a younger fon. But he was informed that it was neither 
a proper time nor place for telling of parables, and ordered to 
proceed in his defence. . 


(To be continued.) 





An Account of the Forms obferved at the Elettion of an 
Emperor of Germany. 


HE Eleétor of Mentz, before the lapfe of a month after 

the death of the Emperor, f{ummons, as Great Chancel 

lor of the Empire, the reft of the electors, to attend on fome 

fixed day within the {pace of three months from the date of 

the fummons, The Electors generally fend their Amb&ladors 

to the place of election, which is held at Frankfort on the 

Maine ; but faving the right of the city of Frankfort, it may 
be held elfewhere. 

When the diet of Eleétors is aflembled, they proceed to com 
pofe the capitulation, to which the Emperor, when elected, is to 
iwear. The capitulation being adjuited, the Eletor of Mentz 
appoints a day for the election: 

When this day arrives, the gates of the city are fltut, and 
the keys delivered to the Elector of Mentz. The Electors or 
Vou, XIV. 465 Cc their 
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their Ambaffadors, Proteftants excepted, repair in great pomp 
to mafs, and after its celebration they take a folemn oath to 
choofe, unbiafled and uninfluenced, the perfon that appears 
moft proper for the imperial dignity. After this they repair to 
the facrifty, where ‘the Elector-of Mentz firft afks if there be 
any impediments known againft their proceeding at prefent to 
an election? And, next, he obtains a promife that the perfon 
electedby the majority fhall be received as Emperor. The 
declarations of the Eleétora] Ambaffadors, in refpeét to thefe 
two points, are recorded by two notaries of the empire. Then 
all witneffes withdraw ; and the Elector of Mentz, cbllecting 
the fuffrages, which are v/va voce, and giving his own laft, the 
witneffes are recalled, and he declares the perfon'whom the 
Eleétors have chofen. But the election is not complete, nor is 
the new.Emperor proclaimed, until the capitulation be {worn 
to, either by himlelf or by his Ambaffador, if he be abfent. 
From this time he is ftyled the. King of the Romans, until the 
coronation takes place ;. which ceremony confers the title of 
Emperor. According to the golden bull, it fhould be cele~ 
brated at Aix-la-Chapelle, out of refpeétto Charlemagne, who 
refided there; but, faving the right of Aix-la~Chapelle, it may 
take place eliewhere. The coronation is. performed by the 
Archbifhop of Mentz or Eleétor of Cologne. _And when he 
is feated on his throne, the Duke of Saxony delivers into his 
hand the {word of Charles the’Great, with which he makes 
fome Knights of the Holy Roman Empire, and is alfo obliged 
to confer that honour upon fuch others as are nominated by the 
refpective Ele€tors. When he proceeds to dinner in the great 
hall, he is feated at a table elevated two fteps higher than that 
of the Electors, and is ferved by Counts of the Empire. The 
Electors, each of whom has alfo their tables, are attended by the 
gentlemen of their refpective courts. Thefe Electors, who 
affift perfonally at the ceremony, fit and eat at their own ta- 
bles ; but thofe who are reprefented by Ambaffadors have only 
their table covered out of form with plates, at which the Ame. 
bafladors do not fit. ~ 


HUMOUROUS CHARACTER of an ACTRESS. 


[Written by Tate Wilkinfon, Patentee of the Theatres Royal at 
York and Hull. ] ’ 





RS. WHITE was a moft extraordinary character, and 
worthy of record, Whenever Burden, her fon-in-law, 
gave 
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gave offence, which was almoft: perpetually, fhe would thus 
harangue her daughter: * Ma’am you have married a feller 
beneath you; you played Lacy Jaf night in the Minor better 
than Mrs. Cibber could have done, upon my: fould; and yet 
this fcoundrel could hurt fuch a devine cretur!—But 1’ll tell 
you what, Ma’am, if. you contradict me, I’ll fell you at my feet 
and trample o’er your corfe,y Ma’am; for you are a limb, 
Ma’am: your father, on his death-bed, told me you were a 
limb. —Y ou are pure as ermiyd, Ma’am, except with Sir Francis 
Dolval; and you fhan’t live with your hufband, Ma’am; the 
firft women of quality, Ma’am, don’t live with their hufbands, 
Ma’am. Does Mrs. Elmy live with her hufband? No, Ma’am. 
Does Mrs, Clive live with her hufband? No, Ma’am. Does 
Mrs, Cibber live with her hufband ? No, Ma’am.—So now, 
Ma’am, you fée the beft women of fafhiond upon yearth don’t 
live with their hufbands, Ma’am.— 


This favourite old lady was thus haranguing Mr. Younger, 
who was that year at Crow-Street theatre, and pointing with 
dignity to a play-bill: Sir, you have not ufed my daughter 
Befs well,” pon my /ou/d; and Barry has kept her in Love’s 
Laft Shift ever fince fhe came. Thereis a bill with Syfviar at 
the bottom by that damned devil Mrs. Dancer.—Now, Sir, the 
poor creature wants the breeches parts; and, if fhe has them 
not, Mr. Barry wil have his benches pulled.—Afk-Mr. Barry 
what he thinks my daughter came over to Ireland for ?— 
Then if you do not know, I will tell you, Sir.—The breeches 
parts, Sir! aud fhe expeéts ail the breeches parts, Sir.—And 
now you know Bet’s mind, 





Anfwer, by William Upjohn, of Shaftefoury, ta his own Queftion, 
inferted February 21. 


N the latitude of 58 degrees, when the fun enters the 4th 
degree of Gemini, the length of the day is 17 hours and 
14 minutes, 


The length of the night is 6 hours and 46 minutes, 
The fun rifes at 25 minutes paft 3. 
The funs fets at 37 minutes paft 8. 


N. B, This folution is correét by refraction. 
C 2 4 REBUS, 
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THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
A REBUS, by F. Wheeler, of St. Auftell. 


Vowel, a fwine, and a male pray combine, 
If the puzzle you’d with to explain, 
*Tis what oft, I’ll engage, you’ve beheld in this page, 
Some humourous fubject contain. 





An ENIGMA, by Sheptonienfis. 


ic O you, good people of Britannia’s ifle, 
On which the graces and the mufes fmile, 
One who’s oft vifited your happy fhore, 
Now his quadrennial vifit pays once more. 

To thew my pedigree, and native home, 
Pray take a retrofpect of ancient Rome, 
When Julius Cafar, my great fire, had hurl’d 
His arms and mandates thro’ a conquer’d world, * 
Here hift’ry fays that they were well receiv’d, 
And foam I ’tis generally believ’d, 

To Britain underftand I now allude, 
A land quite famous for its gratitude ; 
Whofe noble, gen’rous fons’ enlight’ned name 
From pole to pole has now acquired fame. 

Ere I appear’d great Pompey was undone, 
King Ptolemy, and Mithridates’ fon, 
By my illuftrious fire ; who overthrew 
Juba, the King of Mauritania, too, — ! 
Afrania, Sylla, arid their wretched crews 
’Mong whom was Cato, who, with monftrous rage, 


~ ‘Tore his own bowels out to quit life’s ftage. 





When thefe atchievements of my fire were o’er, 
And he return’d to grace his native fhore, 
He gave me birth (an action moft fublime !) 
To rectify the fad abufe of time; 
Which added luftreto his former fame— 
And I retairi part of his glorious name. 
Now, as my birth-place and my birth you know, 
Some recent hints to find me out 1’ll thew : 
Thro’ a long feries of revolving years, 
That [’?ve maintain’d my courfe quite plain appears, 
My virtues univerf lly extend, 
On which the affairs of kingdoms much depend, 
Unfeen Lin the gloom of midnight come, 
Likewife depart—which is well known to fome 
Sagatious 
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Sagacious wights, who can the myfteries 
Of heav’n and earth develope at their eafe. 
Thefe myftagogues my heralds are ; they do 
Promulge my coming all the nation thro’ ; 
By which fam’d oracles and prophecies 
An impoft doth'to government arife. 

Ito defponding females vigour give, 
Tho’ but a temp’rary reftorative ; 
So they my vifits, which are fix’d as fate, 
With fond ideas oft anticipate ; 
During my ftay fuch whims poffefs their mind, 
That bafhful lovers ftrange attacks oft find ; 
If in thefe gambols they, by word or deed, 
The bouids of modefty chance to exceéd, 
And for it either meet reproach or fhame, 
Then I’m declar’d a fanétion for the fame. 

Ah! be advis’d for once, unwary fair! 
Of cuftom’s injudicious laws beware, t 
Ere you by them are drawn intoa fare, 
Left when that I (which foon will be) am gone, 
Finding yourfelves by folly quite undone, 
You curfe your fate, your folly, and your fun, 
Which Heaven avert ; and fo dear friends, therefore, 
Strictly attend to my horiative lore. 

Surely none now can want another clue, 
I mutt be jogging on—and fo, adieu. 


y*t A. B. of Wellington, and cima other . correfpondents 
have informed us, that the Ode to Wifdam, fent by a perfon wha 
called himfelf Theocritus, is a mutilated copy of a poem, written in 
1748, by aningenious lady now deceafed. We wifb to caution 
Theocritus, as wellas others, againft a jfimilar conduéi, not only as 
reflecting v2 tag upon themfelves, but aifo as a means of prevent- 
ing the infertion of any other article that comes fram the fame 
corre{pondent. 

*,* The lift of premiums which Mr. Porthury, of Honiton 
Clift, wifhes fhould be inferted, wouid be.interefting, we apprehend, 
to very few of our readers, and therefore cannot have a place. 

+§t Dr. Franklin’s Way to Wealth will be inferted the firft 
conventent opportunity. Bs 

UE The Petition refpecting Almes Ali Cawn. would. probably 
give offence, and its infertion cannot anfwer any material purpofe. 


POETRY. 
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An occafional Prologue, fpoken to thedramatic Poem of 
Caraétacus, performed by the young Gentlemen of 
Mr. Weatherdon’s Boarding -School, in Newton-Abbot, 
on Friday, December 2, 1791. 


AS various faces inthis group we fee, 

Not even two that perfectly agree, 

So various minds poffeis the human frame, 

And fome commend the things which others blame 5 
Averfe to entertainments, fome defpife 

Whate’er the ftage prefents, or can devife 5 

But tho’ a few rejcé the drama’s laws, 

Others there are who patronize its caufe ; 

Some (great and good) who fuch true zeal have fhown 
“"They’ve theatres erected of their own, 

In which they oft the fock and bufkin ufe, 

And with the mimic art themfelves amufe ; 
Exchanging dcenes where vice bears horrid {way 
For thofe which virtue’s brighteft charms difplay. 
. Why may not we then, by example fir’d, 

And with the love of virtue too infpir’d, 

‘To this fmal] theatre transform our {chool, 

And try to imitate dramatic rule ? 

The ftage fure cannot wound.a parent’s heart— 
Cards, dicey and EO point the cruel dart; 

No heir can be by theatres undone, 

Eftates by difP rent plays are loft or won. 

‘The true and fole intention of the ftage 

Is, not to vitiate, but improve the age ; 

It holds no portraits to our view in vain, 

They all inftruct as well.as entertain; 

It fhews all charaéters to let us fee, 

What we ought net, and what we ought to be. 
But yet the actor’s path is hard to tread— 
Unhappy they who feck that path for bread! 
Should 
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Should any afk why we fuch courfes take ? 

We boldly anfwer “ for improvement’s fake;” 

To fiseak with freedom, dignity, and eafe, 

To prattife arts that may hereafter pleafe ; 

To raife good manners to what height we can, 

Andlearn thofe graces which adorn the man: 

Befides—a nobler end is ftill behind, 

‘The poet’s labours elevate the mind ; 

Teach our young hearts with gen’rous fire to burn, 

And feel the virtuous fentiments we learn. 
Our play to night appears in ancient tafte, 

Void of buffoonery, and ftriGly chafte ; 

Divefted of each tinfel {cenic, yoke, 

Sublimely grave, as Mona’s groves of oak ; 

The theme is Britifh freedom ; long fecur’d 

By brave Caractacus, who laft endur’d, 

With Britifh courage, Rome’s aflailing bands, 

Till treachery yielded him to Czefar’s* hands. 
Ye friends, who aided gen’roufly our caule, 

And cheer’d our youthful bofoms with applaule, 

When firft we ventur’d on thefe boards to ftalk, 

In tragic dignity of mien and walk ; 

When Hamlet dar’din frantic mood to rave, 

And pour’d his grief o’er poor Ophelia’s grave ; 

Second, when Julius, with ambition fir’d, 

By Brutus’ {word inglorious here expir’d ; 

And Roman chiefs on our Philippi’s plain, 

Untimely fell, thro’ civil difcord flaia ; 

We once again your kind indulgence afk, 

Whilft we to night perform our heavy tafk! 

And let not harth fevesity deride 

Thefe early efforts of ingenuous pride? 

We'll do our beft; our merits fairly try; 

Who bravely ftruggle, cannot bafely die ; 

If we deferve then, let your praife be found, 

And with frefh laurels let our heads be crown’d. 


* Claudius Cxfar. 





SONNET ¢# the RED- BREAST. 


HEN thatthe fields put on their gay attire, 
‘hou filent fit’ near brake or river’s brim, 
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Whilft the gay thruth fings loud from covert dim 5 
But when pale winter lights the focial fire, 
And meads with flime are {prent, and ways with mire, 
Thou charm’ft us with thy {weet and folemn hymn 
From battlement; or barn, or hay-dtack trim 5 
And now‘not feldom‘tun’ft, as if for hire, 


” Thy thrilling pipe to me, waiting to catch 
‘The pittance due to thy well-warbled fong ; 
Sweet bird! fing on ; for oft near lonely hatch, 
Like thee, myfelf have pleas’d the ruftic throng, 


And oft for entrance neath the peaceful thatch, 
Full many a tale have told and ditty long. 





Verfes in Honour of the celebrated Mr. Fames Thomfon, 
Author of “ The Seafons.” 


By Mr. Burns, the Scotch Poet. 
wie virgin Spring, by Eden’s flood, 


Unfolds her tender mantle green, 
Or pranks the fodin frolic mood, 
Or tunes Eolian ftrains between, 


While Summer, with a matron grace, ° 
Retreats to Dryburgh’s cooling fhade; 
Yet oft, delighted, ftops to trace 
The progrefs of the fpiky blade. 


While Autumn, benefactor kind, 
By Tweed ereéts his aged head, 

And fees, with felf-approv.ng mind, 
Each creature on his bounty fed. 


While maniac Winter rages o’er 

The hills whence claffic Yarrow flows, 
Roufing the turbid torrents roar, 

Or iweeping wild a wafte of fnows. 


So long, fweet poet of the year, 
Shall bloom that wreath thou well haft won ; 

While Scotia, with exulting tear, 

Proclaims that Thomfon was her fon. 





